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The Heart of God 
For many years I was raised to think of  
religion or faith as the belief  in certain 
doctrines or dogmatic assertions.  It is 
true that every Sunday we say the 
Apostles’ Creed and we begin with the 
words I believe.  We are a church that 
does believe in certain truths written in 
the form of  creeds, or intellectual 
claims.   

Recently I saw a quote by William 
Sloane Coffin: I think we know far more of  
God’s heart than we do know of  the mind of  
God.  I can remember lots of  hours 
spent arguing over things like the in-
errancy of  Scripture, the Virgin birth, 
the historicity of  various stories and 
books in the Bible as well as of  various 
people who inhabit the Biblical narra-
tive.  For example, did Abraham really 
live; how do we talk about the Resur-
rection when we know that dead peo-
ple are dead, no matter how much we 
want them to be alive? 

There are places in the United States 
and the world where people want to 
have an absolute belief  system that 
appears to have no room for doubt.  
Many years ago, on a trip to Turkey, 
visiting the churches of  the Book of  
Revelation, I traveled with a group of  
ministers and their spouses who were 
from a denomination called Evangelical 
Free.  Many of  them had left the 
ELCA, of  which we are a member.  
They wanted something more certain.  
Certainty is not something that we can 
manufacture, especially when we are 

dealing with faith that requires doubt 
to truly be faith. 

Getting back to the quote that asserted 
knowing more of  God’s heart than 
God’s mind, I find this to be quite 
comforting.  Where other Christians 
may find it discouraging, I take heart 
in the fact that the real revelation is in 
discovering the love of  God. 

Sometimes we find ourselves in faith, 
and we don’t know how we got there.  
We are just thankful that we are not 
lost anymore and that we have a heal-
ing message that can change our 
hearts and lives.   

In the past, the Christian religion at 
times lost its way and even distorted 
the teachings of  Jesus.  The Inquisition 
is a case in point, where the Roman 
Catholic Church forced people to be 
baptized and to believe certain church 
doctrines to be true or else be execut-
ed.  Martin Luther risked his life to go 
against Church doctrine that he felt 
was not only oppressive but totally 
wrong.  Today, we see the same thing 
with ISIS that beheads the infidels and 
demands total allegiance to its religious 
beliefs.  Here again, a religion is hi-
jacked and fashioned in ways that are 
cruel, oppressive, and just outright 
wrong.  
Sometimes we become the same way, 
when we find ourselves not accepting 
others and wanting to turn to absolute 
belief  systems.  In the past these rigid
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MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Margit Bier, Marge Campabadal, William Solano (Myra Hahn’s father), Peggy Jacobson, Nate Lipsen, 
Sandy Herrmann, Gisela Haugenes, Peter Gisondi, Ava Pagnotte, Ana Colón, Anne Marie Gorman (Peter 
Roggemann’s sister), Eileen & Teddy DeAngelo, Brian Kennedy (Stacy Gallagher’s brother), Janet Baker, 
James McCullough, Nancy Farrell, Blake O’Connor, Jen Brown, Alice Tobing, Richard Devingo, Thomas 
Maloney, Paul Birckel.

Keep in Your Prayers

UPCOMING BAPTISMS 
Linus, Ozzie and Harriet Ringstad, March 25 & 26 

   
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SPECIAL GIFTS IN FEBRUARY

Renovation 
Kathy & Pastor Henk 
Kim & Jeff  Schiro 
Sue & Howard Heyel 
Lori Uhle & Thomas Maloney 
Bill Podszus 

Discretionary Fund 
Karen Haghenbeck 

Food Pantry 
Suomi Sakai & John Quinley 

August Victoria Hospital 
Stacy & Shane Gallagher 

and perverted interpretations of  Christian faith led to people being burnt at the stake, witch 
hunts, and wars, along with personal guilt and unthinkable conformity.  This forced compli-
ance takes away Christian freedom and authentic ways of  questioning our faith.  It also re-
moves the welcome mat for those strangers who wish to join our fellowship.  We are not here 
to examine their heart, but to show them the heart of  God.  

It’s unfortunate that today Christians think in their search for certainty that what they be-
lieve is the absolute truth.  In essence, we can’t know the mind of  God.  As my wife, who is a 
teacher, would say: “The Why questions are not helpful.”   

In essence, when it comes to knowing God, Christians look to Jesus.  Jesus is our window 
into God’s activity in the world.  Jesus shows us the heart of  God, especially when he jour-
neys to the cross.  Lent is about such a journey.  I don’t find it helpful trying to prove that 
God exists.  God doesn’t need for us to do that, but God needs us to be beacons of  hope, 
healing, reconciliation and, yes, love.  This is the heart of  God. 

MEH
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FREED & RENEWED IN CHRIST 
REFORMATION500@ST.JOHN'S 

March 7 	   St. John’s Lutheran Church, 122 Fenimore Road 	
	 	 	 The Rev. Karen Ann Burger 
March 14 	   St. Thomas Episcopal Church, 168 W. Boston Post Rd. 
	 	 	 Msgr. James White 
March 21   	 First Baptist Church, 817 Howard Ave 
	 	 	 The Revs. Carol Gadsden &. Tami Burks 
March 28 	  United Methodist Church, 564 E. Boston Post Rd. 
	 	 	 The Rev. Dr. James E. Taylor	  
April 4 		 St. Vito’s - Most Holy Trinity, 816 Underhill Avenue 
	 	 	 The Rev. Annie Kersey 

ECUMENICAL LENTEN SERVICES 
We begin our Lenten journey on Ash 
Wednesday.  Another way of  being more dis-
ciplined about observing Lent is attending 
our Ecumenical Lenten services every 
Tuesday at 7.30 pm.  The services are fol-
lowing by a reception and an opportunity to 
meet people from faith communities as well 
as hearing a sermon from one of  local pas-
tors.  All are encouraged to attend.  

Special Lenten offering 
Pastor Henk has recently returned from Jerusalem where he personally 
saw the tremendous need to help the poorest of  the poor in Palestine. 
We are so fortunate to have a Lutheran presence in Jerusalem.  Augusta 
Victoria Hospital, located on the top of  the Mount of  Olives, is run by 
the Lutheran World Federation and provide services for Christians and 
Arab refugees, mostly on a charitable basis.  It has experienced financial 
crisis after financial crisis, which almost forced it to close its doors.  
There is no question that this hospital reaches out and touches the lives 
of  countless people who live in poverty and who have no other access to 

specialized care for diabetes, cancer, dialysis, children.  The hospital has also recently been making efforts to establish 
a palliative care facility as well as a care center for the elderly.  The work being done by August Victoria is inspiring, 
but the hospital needs a lot of  help.  

If  you would like to contribute a Lenten offering to this cause, please write your check to St. John’s Lutheran Church 
and put August Victoria hospital on the memo line.  Thank you for your support of  Augusta Victoria’s important work.

2017 is the 500th anniversary of  the Lutheran Reformation. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America's is using 
"Freed & Renewed in Christ" as the overall theme in its observance of  the anniversary.  It is based on Martin Luther's 
"The Freedom of  a Christian" (1520) in which he wrote " A Christian is a lord of  all, completely free of  everything; a 
Christian is a servant, completely attentive to the needs of  all." This theme expresses the Christian faith's freedom and 
a renewed service to others in Jesus Christ.    

The Church Council hopes to roll out activities throughout the year to deepen our understanding of  the significance 
of  the Reformation in its historical context and in today's world.  

For the Lenten season, we encourage the following, to understand and to serve others: 

1. Let us attend the Ecumenical Lenten Services. Specifically, please commit to attending at least one service in 
addition to the one in St. John's. 

2. Please consider supporting the special Lenten Offering to the August Victoria Hospital in Palestine. 
                                             

Your Church Council 

mailto:Reformation500@St.John
mailto:Reformation500@St.John
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MIDNIGHT RUN 
Friday, March 17 

We will again be hosting the Midnight Run and we will need everyone’s help! 

We need lots of  cleaned and washed clothing - mostly men’s, but also women’s, no children’s - such as shirts, 
pants, T-shirts, coats, jackets, etc.  If  you have clothes suitable to be given away, please bring them in plastic bags.  In 
addition we need: 

• Men’s underwear 
• Men’s socks 
• People and vehicles for the Run 
• Personal care items such as small bars of  soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, razors, etc. 
• Boxes for storing sorted clothing 
• Large pot of  hearty soup or chili 
• Volunteers to sort clothing and pack all items 
• Lunches: sandwiches (no PB&J), hard-boiled eggs, fresh soft fruit, juice box, snack, and a treat 

Please contact Marc Schlueter at orthodontics@optonline.net to let him know how you can  help.  
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 Order Your Easter Flowers   
Easter morning is filled with hope and joy. Part of  that hope and joy is ex-
pressed when we adorn the sanctuary with flowers showing our great hope in 
the resurrection of  our Lord.  You are invited to participate in this day by 
contributing to the Easter Flower Memorial Fund. 

I/we, ____________________________________,  
would like to contribute the following flowers: 

Azaleas ($20) ____ Tulips ($20) ____ Lilies ($20) ____Hydrangeas ($20) ____  
(Please indicate the number of  plants) 

( ) In memory of  ( ) In honor of  ( ) In celebration of     

_____________________________________ 

( ) For all God’s blessings ( ) To the glory of  God	  

Other: 	_____________________________________ 

Total amount: $ ______ Check ( ) Cash ( ) 

Please submit this slip with your check or cash and write Easter flowers  
on the memo line of  your check.

mailto:orthodontics@optonline.net
mailto:orthodontics@optonline.net
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On October 31 many people celebrate Halloween.  In 
the church October 31 is All Hallows’ Eve, or the Eve 
of  All Saints Day.  It was on that day in 1517 that 
Martin Luther nailed what we know as the 95 theses 
on the door of  the castle church in Wittenberg.  The 
theses could not be read by most people because they 
were in Latin, but those who heard them translated 
into German hardly realized that this would become 
the beginning of  a revolution within the Catholic 
Church.   

It was a bold act of  courage because Luther, a priest/
professor could have been excommunicated from the 
Church by Johann Tetzel, a famous seller of  indul-
gences. In fact, Tetzel’s “marketing jingle” was Every 
time a coin in the coffer rings, a soul from Purgatory springs.   

For those who don’t know what indulgences are, they 
are a paper, or letter, of  pardon from the Pope to all 
who needed forgiveness from sins, including those 
who had already died and were in Purgatory.  Luther 
was against having to pay for any type of  forgiveness 
because in his view forgiveness is a free gift from God 
through Christ.  Later on, Luther would write, “If  the 
Pope has the power to forgive sins, why doesn’t he 
open up Purgatory and Hell for free?” 

While the 95 Theses were meant for scholarly debate 
and discussion, they were received far more widely by 
the people due to the invention of  the printing press 
in the middle of  the 15th century.  Luther’s supporters 
reprinted the theses, and soon they spread all over the 
world.  The common people cheered him on while 
the Church began to grow angrier and angrier.  To be 
continued. 

This is the first of  a series of  installments about the life and 
work of  Martin Luther.  There will be several more to come over 
this coming year as we observe the 500th anniversary of  the 
Reformation.  MEH

Martin Luther's Morning Prayer 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, 
Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all 
harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me 
this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings 
and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend 
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power 
over me. Amen 

Martin Luther's Evening Prayer 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, 
Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; 
and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I 
have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For 
into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, 
and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the 
evil foe may have no power over me. Amen 

CELEBRATING THE REFORMATION 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Koinonia Retreat – November 10 to 12, 2017  

(Veteran’s Day Weekend) 

Come enjoy a full-filled and relaxing retreat for worship and fellowship with your fellow members of 
St. John’s in the beautiful setting of Koinonia – located in the Catskills in Highland Lake, New York. 

ABOUT KOINONIA 

- Cairos Conference Center – (link for pictures: http://www.koinoniany.org/accomodations) 
- Individual rooms with private bathrooms and 2 double beds each 
- Includes 5 meals: breakfast, lunch & dinner on Saturday and breakfast & lunch on Sunday 
- Friday evening welcome reception 
- Activities for all ages throughout the weekend 
- Sunday worship held inside Conference Center Great Room 
- About two hours from Mamaroneck 
- More information at http://www.koinoniany.org 

ACTIVITIES AVAILABLE 

Hiking, visit to the farm (seasonal), Bible study, professionally led craft activities for both  
children and adults, ice cream social, hay ride, campfire, Taize prayers, devotions,  

arts and crafts, fishing (bring your own supplies), group team building exercises and more! 

NEW THIS YEAR 

We are looking to arrange one or more of these activities/services for additional fees –  
private massage treatments, wine glass etching and  

professional photography sessions to take family and/or group photos. 

Cost –  50% deposit required to reserve a room (sign up soon as more than 1/2 of the 20 rooms are 
already spoken for).  Rates are for the entire weekend. 

- $207 per person – single adult occupancy 
- $161 per person – double adult occupancy or 1 adult w/child 
- $131 per person – triple adult occupancy  
- $76 per child (ages 5 to 12); ages 4 and under are free 

If you have any questions, want to offer ideas for activities, or volunteer to lead an activity,  
please contact retreat coordinator Kim Schiro at 914-582-2641 or kschiro@optonline.net 

http://www.koinoniany.org/accomodations
http://www.koinoniany.org
mailto:kschiro@optonline.net
http://www.koinoniany.org/accomodations
http://www.koinoniany.org
mailto:kschiro@optonline.net
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 
During the beginning of  our second semester we 
have been overtaken on Sundays with bad weather 
and illness causing many of  our children to miss 
classes.  We are looking forward to better weather and 
fewer germs so all can return - we really have missed 
them. 

The Jr. Choir sang for the congregation on February 
19th and they sounded just wonderful. We all just love 
watching them sing as they look just like sweet 
cherubs.   Thanks again to Becky and Matthew for 
leading our Sunday School Jr. Choir. 

Upcoming Events: 

In preparation for their First Holy Communion, 
classes for our 4th graders have tentatively been 
scheduled to begin on April 26th.  With Pastor they 
will learn what it means to come to the Lord’s Table; 
that as a “means of  grace”, God’s forgiveness is freely 
given.  Date for their First Communion is June 4th. 

Our Sunday school Lenten sacrifice project has yet to 
be determined. 

The children will participate in an April 9th Palm 
Sunday skit with the Colón and Brandon families 
leading us in song.  We did something like this a few 
years ago and will be expanding this skit to include 
the whole congregation. 

On April 14th we will have our Good Friday chil-
dren’s program at the Church from 9:30am until 12 
noon.  All children age three through 4th grades are 

invited to attend and together we will have some fun 
along with instruction on the meaning of  Easter.  
The children are welcome to bring a friend; 
just let me know soon so I have enough mater-
ial on hand. 

On Easter Sunday, April 16th, we host an Easter Egg 
Hunt for all children through 4th grade.  The hunt is 
held in between the two Easter morning services on 
the lawn.  We have bags for each child. 

As you can see, there are a lot of  events coming up 
and we hope to see all at each one. 

Children’s Corner: 

A few Sundays ago Felipe Gómez, who team-teaches 
in the 5th and 6th grade classes, was supposed to be in 
the city in the morning for his school’s concert re-
hearsal.  This young man informed his teacher that 
he couldn’t make it until Sunday School class was 
over because he had a responsibility to his students 
and he didn’t want to miss the opportunity to teach.  
It’s humbling to think his Sunday school teachers 
may have had a hand in helping his parents raise this 
fine young man to be the thoughtful, loving and dedi-
cated individual he is today.  It’s those little seeds we 
all help to plant! 

With all of  God’s Blessings, 

Dorothea Ferri 
Chairperson for Christian Education 
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Tucked in between 
Sunday School and 
worship is ADULT 
FORUM.  An hour in 
which books are dis-
cussed, ideas are 

shared and sometimes even argued, and coffee is 
provided.  It’s a sweet moment for reflection and, 
if  you are fortunate enough, for personal growth. 
Currently we are discussing “The Road to Char-
acter”, bestseller by David Brooks.  This book if  
filled with wisdom, humor, and sharp insights that 
can illumine your daily life.  It offers you a resume 
of  virtues that can help enliven your life and life-
style.  Join us, you wont’ regret it!   

THRIVENT MEMBERS, ACT NOW! 
By directing your Choice Dollars to St. John’s,  

you can help support our ministry.  
With Thrivent Choice, you can recommend where some of  
Thrivent Financial's charitable outreach funds go. Thrivent 
Financial members have until March 31 to direct any re-
maining 2016 Choice Dollars or they will expire.  So far we 
have received $656 through Thrivent Choice for 2016.
The deadline is March 31 to finish up your 2016 
Choice Dollars. 

2016 Choice Dollars Expire Soon!

Sundays at 9.15 am
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When you look at a French menu 
and it says Soupe du jour, it’s one 
soup.  But this was not the case on 
Ash Wednesday, when we had 
soupes du jour, and our member 
showed off  their great cooking 
skills.  We were blessed with many 
delicious soups that could compete 
with any French restaurant. Thank 
you to those who brought soup 
and other foods:  Heike Rauls 
brought Butternut Squash, James 
and Megan Aquilina Tuscan 
Cabbage with Sausage, Karen 
Guinee Tortellini soup, Pastor 
Henk brought chili, Suomi 
Sakai and John Quinley 
brought Vegetable Miso with Tofu, 
Shane and Stacy Gallagher 
Corn Chowder with Gnocchi, 
Rebecca Gómez Carrot Ginger, 
Tina Franceschini brought 
potato soup, Jeanhee Chung 
brought mushroom stew as well as 
home-made bread, the Schiros 
brought Caesar salad and bread 
and butter, the Guinees brought 
bread,  Judy Musumeci brought 
salad, Margaret Knowlton a pasta 
veggie salad.  If  we have missed 
anybody’s contribution, we are 
very sorry indeed!  A big thank 
you to Marc Schlueter, who or-
ganized the reception and bought 
of  all the supplies.  We did like the 
purple table cloths matching the 
season… Our Ash Wednesday 
evening service was highlighted by 
guest preacher, the Rev. Dr. 
Timothy Kennedy as well as the 
beautiful music by our choir under 
the direction of  our organist and 
music director, Matthew 
Thomas.  A big thank you goes to 
our lay readers, Jim Wills, 
Megan Aquilina, John Koenig, 
and Jeff  Schiro as well as Felipe 
Gómez, who read the lessons.  

Karen Haghenbeck, our Music 
& Worship chair, deserves a hearty 
thanks for showing up to set up 
and make preparations for the ser-
vice even though she was not feel-
ing well.  Sarah Coble’s Ash 
Wednesday banner hung proudly, 
emphasizing the day.  A thank you 
goes to the confirmation students 
Ruben Gómez, Eric Hoff-
mann, Linus Ringstad, Madi-
son Schiro, and Amelie 
Schlueter for reading prayers as 
well as helping at the dinner…  A 
film recommendation from Carla 
& Brian Hofland is “I Am Not 
Your Negro”, a movie that chroni-
cles the words and life of  author 
James Baldwin.  It’s a refreshing 
way to look at the issue of  race 
through an insightful lens of  this 
skilled man of  letters… It was 
great to see Christine Hardi-
gree’s mom visiting on a Sunday 
morning.  She comes from the 
warmth of  Texas but says she loves 
the cold of  New York - now that is 
interesting!  By the way, Christine 
and Matt recommend the FDR 
Museum in Hyde Park in the Hud-
son Valley.  If  you are going there, 
you should stop for lunch at the 
Beekman Arms in Rhinebeck, a 
grand historic site that takes you 
back 200 years or so… Speaking 
of  parents, also in church recently 
were Marie Flores’ mom and 
dad… We are glad that Tommy 
Maloney is recuperating from 
recent surgery - we spotted him at 
the Ash Wednesday Soup & Salad 
Dinner. He, too, enjoyed the fine 
culinary delights in the grand art 
of  soup cooking… It’s good to see 
MaryAnn and Jim MacLellan 
back from sunny Florida.  But why 
come back when you face temper-
atures in the 30s here?… Guess 

who is thinking of  going to semi-
nary?  Johanna Perry.  Isn’t that 
wonderful?  Another daughter of  
the congregation goes into the 
ministry - congrats and good 
luck!..  Chris and Keri Deg-
roote were in church sporting sun 
tans from Mexico.  We are sure 
that the Riviera Mayan is not the 
same after their stay…   next page
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People Parade…People Parade…People Parade…People Parade

Diana and Jurrien Swarts 
welcomed a baby daughter 
named Annekari Gloria on 
February 22. She weighed in at 
7lbs.15 oz.  Mother and baby 
are well.  Congratulations to the 
parents and the grandparents, 
Barbara and Peter Rogge-
mann!

ASTRO 
St. John’s Bible Study on Thurs-
day had a very unique member.  
He was Astro “Wunderhund”, 
who came with his mistress, Pat 
Ouwerkerk, to study The Word, but 
most of  the time he slept and 
snored.  One has to respect him 
because most people listening to 
Pastor Henk would like to do the 
same. (They have learned to sleep 
with their eyes open.)  Seriously, 
Astro was a great dog and com-
panion to Pat and Jon, her hus-
band.  Astro even participated in a 
children’s sermon in church.  Pat, 
during her time at St. John’s, 
taught us to love and care for ani-
mals and to see that animals are 
people, too, and have the same 
rights.  Sadly, Astro died recently 
at age 17, and our sympathy is 
with his masters, Pat and Jon.
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… Speaking of  warm places, 
Carolynn and Robert Dil-
worth are back from Turks & 
Caicos, and Erika Gard returned 
from Puerto Rico… John Quin-
ley is back from India and can 
share stories with Pastor Henk…  
We were pleased to host the first of  
a series of  Ecumenical Lenten 
services taking place in our 
community.  St. John’s set the bar 
high as the church was filled and 
our organist and music director, 
Matthew Thomas, led our choir 
and the congregation in wonderful 
music that highlighted the service, 
which was written by Pastor Henk.  
We had a great turnout of  clergy, 
who all participated.  Pastor 
Karen Ann Burger of  Mamaro-
neck United Methodist Church 
gave the sermon.  Marc 

Schlueter, along with Steve 
Michaelson, Detlef  Joerss, Jo-
hanna Perry, Dorothea Ferri, 
Lori Uhle, and Pastor Henk set 
up for the reception.  Thank you 
to all who contributed to the re-
ception!  We look forward to the 
remaining services at the other 
churches.  It’s a great way to ob-
serve Lent…  Our organist, 
Matthew Thomas, has an organ 
recital on April 6 at 7 pm at West 
End Collegiate Church, 245 West 
77th Street in Manhattan.  All are 
welcome!… One Saturday evening 
in February Kurt Coble, Russell 
Brandon, Joe and Angelina 
Colón jammed together for the 
first Coffee House at the Mamaro-
neck Artists Guild in Larchment!  
It was Latin American fusion, and 
we hope to let you know in ad-

vance when the next Coffee House 
will take place.  Our own Car-
olynn Dilworth of  Auray 
Gourmet provided an array of  her 
gourmet cheeses to this special 
evening…  Speaking of  coffee, 
Silvia Misina makes a really 
good cup - maybe we should sign 
her up for more coffee hours 
(when she is not substituting for 
Pastor Henk… We were happy to 
see Jim Wills in town and church, 
here for a brief  visit from Oshkosh, 
WI.  It’s always great to have Jim 
with us as he is usually taking care 
of  his mother and father back 
home… Eleanore McCaffery 
was spotted at the Ecumenical 
Lenten service, along with friend 
and neighbor Terri LaRocco… 
What a great teacher Yourha 
Kang is - find out at Adult Forum! 

I read that the lights on the Statue of  Liberty recently 
went out for several hours.  Yes, the lady in the harbor, 
who welcomes all who are oppressed and seeking to 
breathe free, was left standing in the dark.  As I saw 
this, I wondered what would happen without the 
women in our lives.  Those who have loved us when we 
were infants, those who have enriched us, cared for us, 
taught us, inspired us, accepted us - the list goes on.  To 
me this day is a day of  appreciation, helping all of  
us realize what the world would be like without women 
in it.  I shutter to think of  my life without the contribu-
tions that so many women have made to make me a 
better person. 

We all know that we all have to go further when it 
comes to recognizing the contributions that women 
have made to the betterment of  our world.  We need to 
champion women's rights to equality in all walks of  
life. There is no place in our world for any woman to 
be abused and held back from achieving the fulfillment 
they need in their lives.  

Jesus always championed women, whether they were 
widows grieving a child, or prostitutes that he defend-
ed.  It was, after all, women who first believed the story 
of  the Resurrection and shared it.  

The following song by John Lennon, entitled For the 
Other Half  of  the Sky, expresses the way I feel about the 
women who have touched my life.  I hope you, too, will 
enjoy it as you observe this day. 

Woman, I can hardly express,  
My mixed emotion at my thoughtlessness,  
After all I'm forever in your debt, 

And woman, I will try to express,  
My inner feelings and thankfulness,  
For showing me the meaning of  success, 

Woman, I know you understand 
The little child inside the man,  
Please remember my life is in your hands, 

And, woman, hold me close to your heart,  
However distant don't keep us apart,  
After all it is written in the stars. 

Woman, please let me explain,  
I never meant to cause you sorrow or pain,  
So let me tell you again and again and again, 

I love you now and forever. 

MEH

IN PRAISE OF WOMEN 
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Waltraut Albert 
Marie Alfano 
Véronique & Serge Banzet 
Catherine & Ralph Block 
Melissa & Justin Boisseau 
Trudi Bunke 
Ken & Karen Christopher 
Sarah & Kurt Coble 
Wenche Delfino 
Nora Desrayaud	  
Phil & Kat Didio 
Lucy Ferenz 
Dorothea Ferri 
Karen Haghenbeck-Nunnink 
Kathy & Pastor Marvin Henk 
The Rev. Paul & Carolyn Henry 
Fred Herlitz 
Carla & Brian Hofland 
Anne Huber 
Peggy Jacobson 
Detlef  Joerss 
G.V. Johnson 
Yourha Kang 

Sandy & Jim Kilts 
Genene Kluck 
Sandy Kolb 
Suzanne & Robert Kraft 
Elizabeth LiVecchi 
Mary Jane Maddox 
Robert L. Maier 
Robin Geberth Maliscewski 
Maria Martins 
Eleanore McCaffery 
Corky & Frank McCullough 
Silvia Misina 
Cheryl & Edward Murray Sr. 
Judy & Joe Musumeci 
Jo Alyce & Michael Newgaard 
Maggie O’Connor  
Lisa & Frank O’Gorman 
Pat Ouwerkerk & Jon Richards 
Waithira & Thomas Protano 
John Quinley & Suomi Sakai 
Diane & Mark Rocconi 
Barbara & Peter Roggemann 
Andrew & Lonna Romeo 

Julie Rubenstein 
Judy & Michael Sangregorio 
The Rev. & Mrs. Fred Schumacher 
Diana Sparks 
Margaret & Eric Stockmar 
Karen & Mark Stuart 
Annie Thurow & Robert Clarida 
Robert C. Tipping 
Barbara & Robert W. Tipping 
Robert C. Tipping 
Tina & Kate Tobiasen-Franceschini 
Robert & Irene van der Wateren 
James Wills 
Suzanne & Walter Zullig 

If  you don’t see your name here any-
more but you would like to continue to 
receive your newsletter via first class 
mail and help support St. John’s print 
ministry, please return the enclosed 

envelope with $35. 

If you have sent in your contribution 
and don’t see your name, please let us 

know.    
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Thank you to our patrons who have taken out a 2017 subscription in support of  St. John’s Window! 

Midnight Run 
March 17 
A great opportunity 
to volunteer!
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